State
A policy of "diversion from landfill" has driven legislation in many states requiring higher and higher volumes of electronic waste to be collected and processed separate from the solid waste stream.

In 2001, Arkansas enacted the Arkansas Computer and Electronic Solid Waste Management Act, which requires that state agencies manage and sell surplus computer equipment, establishes a computer and electronics recycling fund, and authorizes the Department of Environmental Quality to regulate and/or ban the disposal of computer and electronic equipment in Arkansas landfills.[37]
California implemented a broader waste ban, with advance recovery fee funding, two years later. Electronic waste in California may neither be disposed of in a landfill nor be exported overseas.[18] The 2003 Electronic Waste Recycling Act in California introduced an Electronic Waste Recycling Fee on all new monitors and televisions sold to cover the cost of recycling. The fee ranges from six to ten dollars.[18] California went from only a handful of recyclers to over 60 within the state and over 600 collection sites. The amount of the fee depends on the size of the monitor; it was adjusted on July 1, 2005 in order to match the real cost of recycling.[38] Cellphones are "considered hazardous waste" in California; many chemicals in cellphones leach from landfills into the groundwater system.[8]
Colorado legislation requires education programs that address its electronic waste problem.[39]
In 2004, Maine passed Maine Public Law 661, An Act to Protect Public Health and the Environment by Providing for a System of Shared Responsibility for the Safe Collection and Recycling of Electronic Waste. It necessitates that after 2006, computer manufacturers take responsibility for handling and recycling computer monitors, and pay the handling costs as well.[40]
Massachusetts was the first of the United States to make it illegal to dispose of CRTs in landfills in April 2000, most similar to the European disposal bans of the 1990s.

Minnesota enacted a law making vendors responsible for the disposal of their branded electronics.[35] Minnesota legislation also outlaws the dumping of cathode ray tubes in landfills.[39]
A law in the state of Washington took effect on January 1, 2009, requiring manufacturers of electronic goods to pay for recycling, and establishing a statewide network of collection points.[41]
As of 2008, 17 states have producer responsibility laws in some form.[42] In all, 35 states have or are considering electronic waste recycling laws.[35]
Recycling







Computer monitors are typically packed into low stacks on wooden pallets for recycling and then shrink-wrapped.[18]
See also: Computer recycling
Today the electronic waste recycling business is in all areas of the developed world a large and rapidly consolidating business. Electronic waste processing systems have matured in recent years, following increased regulatory, public, and commercial scrutiny, and a commensurate increase in entrepreneurial interest. Part of this evolution has involved greater diversion of electronic waste from energy-intensive downcycling processes (e.g., conventional recycling), where equipment is reverted to a raw material form. This diversion is achieved through reuse and refurbishing. The environmental and social benefits of reuse include diminished demand for new products and virgin raw materials (with their own environmental issues); larger quantities of pure water and electricity for associated manufacturing; less packaging per unit; availability of technology to wider swaths of society due to greater affordability of products; and diminished use of landfills.

Audiovisual components, televisions, VCRs, stereo equipment, mobile phones, other handheld devices, and computer components contain valuable elements and substances suitable for reclamation, including lead, copper, and gold.

Cell Phones for Soldiers is a registered 501(c)3 charity, dedicated to helping every U.S. service member call home for free.
History
Cell Phones for Soldiers was founded in 2004, when Brittany Bergquist, then 13, and her brother, Robbie, 12, heard a news story about an Army Reserve sergeant stationed in Iraq who had racked up a $7,624 cell phone bill calling home to his family in the states.

The teenagers pooled their money to raise their first $21. The pair went on to collect change from their friends and hold a car wash that raised almost $1,000. When they went to a local bank to start an account for the collection drive, the bank chipped in another $500. [1]
The local media reported on what the Bergquist family was doing, and the coverage led to a massive surge in contributions. That, in turn, put Brittany and Robbie in the national news and won them support from across the country. That inspired the Bergquist family to launch “Cell Phones for Soldiers” as formal 501(c)3 charitable organization – with the goal of helping every service member call home for free. [2]
The organization took a novel approach to fundraising, collecting old cell phones most of us keep in our junk drawers because we don’t know what else to do with them. The Bergquists have teamed up with ReCellular,_Inc. to process their phones and are paid for every phone they collect, with the average phone worth enough to provide a 60 minute calling card for international use. ReCellular is the worlds largest mobile device recycler, processing over 2 million phones for Cell Phones for Soldiers in 2008 alone.

Recognitions
As their efforts gained momentum, the Bergquists gained more media coverage, including CBS Evening News with Katie Couric [3] and Foxnews.com [4]
Cell Phones for Soldiers now has a nationwide network of some 3,000 volunteers running collection drives, from Boy Scout Troops to Fortune 500 companies. The biggest of their corporate supporters has been AT&T Mobility, which offered up its 2,000 stores in 1,100 cities as collection points.

To date, the family has raised more than 2 million dollars, which provided members of the U.S. Armed Forces with more than 500,000 one hour calling cards. That’s more than 30 million minutes of connection with family and friends at home.

Recognitions
As their efforts gained momentum, the Bergquists gained more media coverage, including CBS Evening News with Katie Couric [3] and Foxnews.com [4]
Cell Phones for Soldiers now has a nationwide network of some 3,000 volunteers running collection drives, from Boy Scout Troops to Fortune 500 companies. The biggest of their corporate supporters has been AT&T Mobility, which offered up its 2,000 stores in 1,100 cities as collection points.

To date, the family has raised more than 2 million dollars, which provided members of the U.S. Armed Forces with more than 500,000 one hour calling cards. That’s more than 30 million minutes of connection with family and friends at home.

